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“What should students know about research by the 
end of a first-year writing course?”
“What types of sources 
could not be used in the 
research paper, and 
why?”
“What types of sources 
were required in the 
research paper, and 
why?”
“What is your definition of information literacy in 
the context of teaching first-year students?”
“What information literacy skills or habits of 
mind do your students still struggle with?”
Don’t Go It Alone!
Revised “Orientation” for New GTAs
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assignment requirements
If you want your 
students to fold paper 
airplanes 
final products 
that technically satisfy 
your requirements, but not 
your goals
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Collaborate on Design
The final product
Topic choice
Type of sources
Number of sources
Length/page count
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Example of Alternate 
Assignment Approach
Questions?
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